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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Lostvvithiel. 

.  "  w 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1958. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Cottrell,  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  and  to  Mr.  Watts  for  their  continued  help, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(sgd)  JAMES  TURNER 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  3050 

Population  (estimated  mid-year) 1970 

(  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  77  8 
(  Rateable  value  £1  6  9  97 

(  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  £78 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Male  Female  Total  Lostv/ithiel  Rig; land  &  Y.ules 


15 

14  29 

14.7 

Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution 

15.9 

16.4 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

Still  Births 

STILL  BIRTHS  0 

1  1 

33.3 

21,6 

Total  Live  and 

Still  Births 

30 

INFANT  DEATHS  1 

1  2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Total 

69.0 

22.5 

Legitimate 

76.9 

Illegitimate 

0.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  (first  four  weeks) 

34.5- 

16.2 

Illegitimate  live  births 

per  cent  of  total  live 

births 

10.3$ 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  and 

Still  Births 

Maternal  Deaths 

DEATHS  16 

0  0 

13  29 

0 

14.7 

0.43 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Corrected  for  age 

and  sex  distribution 

10.5 

11.7 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  accordance  with 
the  International  Abbreviated  List  (1948) 


Diseases 

1*  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

A#  Diphtheria 

5«  TThooping  Cough 

6*  Meningococcal  infections 

7«  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8*  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13 •  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15»  Leukaemia,  aleukaamia 

16.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18,  Coronary  disease  angina 

19.  Hyper tension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  diseaso 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22,  Influenza 

23,  Pneumonia 

2  4. 


Males 


1 

1 


5 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Female  i 


1 

3 


Bronchitis 


i  Sicca  seg  u 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26*  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29 •  Ifyperplasia  of  prostate 

30*  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33»  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35*  Suicide 

36*  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES 


!''cma;.os 

■  ■  ■  ■  »  in  1  n  0 


1 


1 


2 


1 

1 

1 

1 


The  following  short  table  gives  the  numbers  of  those  dying  in  the  age  groups 
indicated. 

Age  Group 

0-1  year 
1-59  years 
60-69  years 
70-79  years 
80-89  years 
90  and  over 

Infant  Mortality 

The  two  infant  deaths  were  caused  by  (a)  pneumonia  and  cerebral  haemorrhage 
(died  at  3  weeks)  and  (b)  congenital  heart  disease  and  pericarditis  (died  at  8  months). 


SECTION  A 


Lostwithiel  is  a  quiet  country  town  set  in  pleasant  surroundings  in  the  valley 
of  the  Ebwey  River.  The  town  has  many  historic  associations  and  has  some  very  well 
preserved  buildings,  Tho  only  industry  of  any  consequence  is  the  milk  depot. 


There  is  a  considerable  rise  in  the  population  during  the  summer  months  caused  by 
the  influx  of  visitors. 


SECTION  B 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Service 

Public  Health  Office  ' 

(lj  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  J.G,  S.  Turner,  M.B. ,  Ch.3^,  D.P.H, , 

Area  Health  Office,  Moorland  Road,  St,  Austell 
Telephone:  St.  Austell  2206 

(2)  Public  Health  Inspector  L.J.  Cottrell, 

Laboratory  Facilities.  These  are  available  at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro, 
where  all  material  is  sent  for  investigation. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis.  In  addition  to  the  supplies  of  diphtheria  prophylactics 
previously  available,  supplies  of  whooping  cough  vaccine,  both  of'  itself  and  coupled 
with  that  for  diphtheria,  are  available  at  the  Area  Health  Office,  St.  Austell  and  can 
be  obtained  by  Medical  Practitioners  on  request.  Poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  issued  to 
practitioners  whenever  available. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  control  of  ambulances  has  passed  from  the  Area  Health 
Office  to  a  special  control  centre  at  Truro.  There  will  be  no  change  in  availability 
and  the  method  of  obtaining  an  ambulance  is  unchanged. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  There  is  cne  District  Nurse,  Midwife-Health  Visitor,  who  is  able 
to  cope  with  all  demands, 

H3ME  HELP  This  service  has  worked  well  and  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs.  Liddicoat  and  to 
Mrs.  Clark,  who  administer  the  service, 

A  total  of  four  oases  were  helped. 

MATEHIITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE.  There  is  no  clinic  but  as  the  nurse  visits  regularly 
in  the  home,  the  health  of  the  children  is  well  supervised. 

HOSPITALS.  There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area  and  patients  are  sent  to  St.  Austell,  Bodmin 
Fowey,  Truro  and  Redruth,  Patients  with  infectious  diseases  are  sent  to  Truro  Isolation 
Hospital  when  necessary. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough 

Water  Supply:-  The  Church  Park  wood  adit  and  the  Collebeacon  collecting  springs  continue 
to  provide  an  adequate  source  of  water  supply  to  the  town.  Chlorination  takes  place  at 
both  sources  of  supply  and  provides  satisfactory  analyses  as  shown  by  the  samples  taken. 


5. 


Revision  of  water  charges  throughout  the  Borough  have  been  discussed  and  it  is 
proposed  to  levy  a  separate  water  rate  in  the  coming  financial  year# 

Specifications  have  been  drawn  up  for  the  re-roofing  of  St.  Georges  Park  reservoir* 
Stops  to  implement  the  Fowey  River  Scheme  have  brought  this  additional  source  much  nearer 

reality. 

Number  of  samples  taken  22 

Results  satisfactory  20 

Results  unsatisfactory  2 

Sewerage.  Further  progress  has  bean  made  concerning' the  sewerage  disposal  for  the 
Borough.  Plans  and  proposals  for  a  scheme  costing  £3,000  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  Scheme  provides  for  the  interception 
at  low  level  along  the  Parade  and  Town  Quay  of  all  sewerage  west  of  the  river  and  pumping 
to  the  east  side  of  the  river  where  the  disposal  works  will  be  situated.  The  sewerage 
from  the  Bam  Park  and  Cott  Road  area  and  areas  east  of  the  river  will  bo  discharged  at 
the  disposal  works  via  new  trunk  sewers. 

SECTION  D 


Housing 

210  visits  of  house  inspection  were  made  and  93  informal  notices  were  served  and  complied 
with.  A  proposal  for  a  new  housing  site  to  provide  some  23  new  houses  on  part  of  Reeds 
Park  was  investigated  and  outline  scheme  approved. 

Housing  of  old  persons.  A  scheme  for  the  housing  of  old  people  was  investigated 
and  numerous  sites  inspected*  A  scheme  to  provide  a  colony  of  bungalow  type  houses  was 
suggested  in  the  Tangier  area  of  slum  clearance.  Instructions  have  been  given  for  the 
preparation  of  outline  details  for  this  site. 

SECTION  E. 

Meat  and  Foods 

The  greater  proportion  of  moat  is  imported  into  the  district  from  the  Liskeard  area. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  one  slaughter'  house  in  the  Borough  which  has  been  re¬ 
conditioned.  The  slaughter  house,  a  private  one,  caters  only  for  the  needs  of  one  family 
butcher,  and  the  standard  of  animals  slaughtered  is  very  high  indeed.  The  bulk  of  the  beef 
is  prime  young  bullocks  and  hoifers,  occasional  lambs  and  pigs. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Summary  of  Meat  Inspection 


Cattle  excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known ) 

54 

- 

- 

70 

73 

Number  inspected 

54 

- 

- 

70 

73 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 
whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

8 

2 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

14*8 

2.8 

5.5 

Tuberculosis  only: 
whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Percentages  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculo sis 

Nil 

5.7 

C,  bovis  infection 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Foods 

■in  +S‘aii  quan*1'ties  of  tinned  goods  are  inspected  Upon  request  from  various  retailers 

^n^n5Vffl\-AiS  a  rGSUlt  TS11  quantities  of  tinned  foods,  including  tinned  moat  were 
condemned,  mainly  as  a  result  of  decomposition  and  damaged  tins. 


7. 


Milk 

Periodic  visits  are  made  to  the  retailers  of  the  town  and  inspections  of  their 
premises  and  equipment  are  carried  out.  These  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Two 
retailers  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised  milk. 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Pood  Preparing;  Premises 

Periodic  visits  have  been  made  to  food  preparing  premises,  including  cafes  and 
restaurants  in  the  town.  The  standard  of  cloanlinoss  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SECTION  P 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases 


The  following  notifications  were  received :- 
Disease  Number  of  Cases  1958 


Lo s twit hie 1 


Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 


1 

1 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Rate  per  1,000  Population 

.England  &  'Wales 


i m 

19^8 

1957 

1.0 

0.5 

0.74 

0.5 

0.5 

0.85 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1958,  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i,e,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1944) 


Age  at  31A2/58 
i.  e.  bom  in  year 

Under  1 

1958 

1-4 

1957-54 

ZLzl 

1953-49. 

10-14 

1948-44 

Under  15  years 

Total 

(l)  Last  complete 
course  of  injections 
(primary  or  booster) 

(a)  1954-1958 

0 

87 

116 

83 

286 

(b)  1944-1953 

- 

- 

57 

149 

206 

(2)  Estimated  mid¬ 
year  child  population 

28 

90 

334 

452 

(3)  Immunity  Index 
i,o.  100  (lj  (a) 

(2) 

0.0 

96.5 

59.6 

65*3. 

8. 

During  the  year  the  foilwing  immunisations  were  carried  out:- 

Primary  2 6 
Booster  118 

It  is  advisable  to  ensure  that  all  children  are  immunised  against  v/hooping 
cough  as  soon  as  possible  after  birth  and  that  they  are  given  booster  doses  of 
diphtheria  and  tetanus  toxin  on  entry  into  school, 

.A 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Seventeen  persons  received  primary  vaccination  and  five  were  re¬ 
vaccinated. 


Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 

As  polio  vaccine  became  more  readily  available  there  was  a  considerable 
extension  of  vaccination  and  the  offer  to  vaccinate  was  raised  to  include  those 
aged  up  to  2 6  years. 

Altogether  212  persons  have  been  given  three  injections  and  a  larger 
number  one  or  two  injections. 

Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 
(The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1957) 


Pulmonary 
Non -Pulmonary 


Male 

U3) 

0(0) 


Female 


Total 


During  the  year  one  new  male  pulmonary  case,  aged  53  years,  was  notified. 
One  female  pulmonary  case  was  regardod  as  recovered.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Two  persons  who  were  contacts  of  a  case  were  given  B,C,G,  vaccine. 


FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  19 IS 


1*  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including;  (inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Number  on 
Premises  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

0  ccupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories 

In  which 
Sections  1,  2, 
3,4,  &  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by 
Local 

Authorities 

14 

28 

(ii)  Factories 
not  included  in 
(i)  in.  which 
Section  ~J  is 
enforoed  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

4 

8 

(iii)  Other 
premises  in 
which  Section 

7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  ’ 
premises) 

TOTAL 


18 


36 


2*  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  BOUND 


There  were  none. 


0 


